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not to be found in Australia, or refused to adapt themselves to
this strange land, and died as soon as they were imported. And
in spite of all the white man has done the rabbits continue to
multiply as merrily as the sparrow, another European importation
which is now the dread of all garden-lovers, and as rapidly as the
prickly pear, which has taken to the sandy Australian soil as a seal
takes to water.
Nevertheless, and in spite of these terrific handicaps, the imini-

AUSTRALU IS  FOUND

grants have succeeded in making Australia the most important
wool-growing country of the world. To-day Australia, with over
100,000,000 sheep, looks after one-quarter of all the wool we wear,
and wool accounts for fully two-fifths of the country's exports.
As the Australian mainland is the oldest land in the world, it
is self-evident that it must contain a great variety of minerals.
The gold rush of the early fifties drew attention to the Australian
goldfields. Since then lead, copper, tin, iron, and coal have also
been mined, but oil has not yet been found. Diamonds occur, but
they are rare. Precious and semi-precious stones^ on the other
hand, such as sapphires and opals, occur in large quantities. Lack
of capital and adequate transport have prevented a thorough ex-
ploitation of these treasures, but that will come when Australia
has recovered from the years of financial stress through which, like
all other nations of the world, she has been passing. Then she will
be able to take advantage of her vast stores of hidden treasures*
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